
We cast our expert eye over some of the new products that 
are available in garden centres and online now, and give you our verdict

Availability: Marshalls, Unwins 

Did you grow mustard and cress  

on kitchen roll as a child? This kit 

tempts consumers, whether they are 

gardeners or not, to rediscover the  

joys of growing tiny but tasty salad 

seedlings (or ‘micro-leaves’ as they’re 

now called) all year round, and within  

a fortnight. It consists of five 15 x 17cm 

plastic trays with propagator lids and 10 

biodegradable sowing mats, excluding 

seed, for the ‘micro-leaves’ of your 

choice. We bought four varieties: basil 

‘Opal’, mustard ‘Green Frills’, radish 

‘Sangria’ and rocket ‘Victoria’. After  

12 days on a kitchen windowsill and just 

one watering, our radish and rocket 

were ready to crop (see photo, left) and 

tasted as peppery as we’d hoped. The 

mustard took another week and the 

basil took another fortnight, but neither 

of them disappointed flavour-wise. 

Once they were ready to harvest, they 

all stayed fresh for a week.

An extravagant 

use of seed, but 

an inspired option for using indoor 

windowsill space. When you run out 

of sowing mats use some kitchen roll 

– we found this worked just as well.  

Our verdict

Burgon & Ball Kneelo
£14.95 plus £4.95 p&p 
Availability: Burgon & Ball 

Working up-close on beds and 

borders can cause discomfort and 

joint strain, so protecting knees from 

hard, damp and cold ground will 

make the job easier. The Kneelo 

from Burgon & Ball is one of the 

best new gardening products we’ve 

seen. It’s made from a core of 

high-density foam that’s encased in 

a layer of memory foam which 

moulds to the shape and pressure 

of the individual. We were really 

impressed with how well this 

dual-layered approach supported 

and cushioned knees, and how 

comfortable it was to use 

continuously for 30 minutes.  

We couldn’t feel 

stones or uneven 

clumps of earth 

through it, and, 

despite trying it out on 

frozen ground, we 

couldn’t feel the cold. 

At 52 x 31cm it’s a generous size  

for a kneeler, allowing plenty of 

reach forwards and sideways 

without knees slipping off. It’s 

waterproof (we tested it in a puddle), 

meaning you’re shielded from  

damp ground, and it’s lightweight, 

wipe-clean and easy to carry. 

A worthwhile 

investment 

and a good item to have as part  

of your essential gardening kit. 

£4.95 plus £3.95 p&p per order 
Micro Veg Gro-Tray Set 
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