
farnsinscratchesthesurface to choosethebestgardenrakes

There'

s a wholerange of different
garden rakesavailable to us

,

but I am
testingthosethatareused

to prepare
thesoilforplanting - goodold-fashioned
MrMcGregor rakes .

It' s notthat I have
anything againstthelandscapingandlawn
rakes

,

but I'
m sureyou' ll agreethatthey

alldoverydifferentthings.
Forme

,

whenthegardenrakescomesout
,

it markstheend of thehardwork
of digging

andthestart of theplanting or sowing .For
bestresults

,

a newlydugbedneedstreading
andthenthejoy of rakingcanbegin . There

is

a definiteknack to using a rake
,

andwhen
I startedwork in theparksdepartment ,

the
teamsoonputmestraightonthat .

It takes
practice -

a littlelikewieldinganicingknife
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over
a cake

(

notsomething I haveperfected ).

Havingrecentlycleared
a border

to take
back to lawn

,

I haveplenty of baresoil to put
thisselection to thetest . Themost important
thingforme is thattherakeisn' t tooheavy ,

asthemovementmadewhenraking is

actuallyquitealien to us
,

sotheeasieryou
canmake it onyourself ,

thebetter . It is a

taskthatshouldbeenjoyedandneverdone
in

a hurry or when thesoil is verywet - if

youhaveusedyourtoolwell
,

thenyou
shouldbeable to stepbackandadmirethe
endresult . I canseewhyJapanese gardeners
findsomuchrelaxation in creatingZen
gardenswiththeirrakes.

Thistype of rakecanalsobeused to create
seeddrills in thevegetable patch - this

, again ,

is anart to bestudied .
If yougivethesetools

some thought , yousoonrealisethattheyare
thepaintbrushes of thegarden . A romantic
notion

,

I know
,

but if youcomeacrossanold
worn-downrake

,

it'
s rathermagical.

Thedesign of thegardenrakehaschanged
verylittle in thepastcentury . Youmay
noticethatsomerakes in thistrialhave
curvedteeth

,

butotherthanthat
,

there
is

verylittlethatcanbedone to improvethem
,

soyourchoice is simplydown
to weight ,

durabilityandthecomfort of thehandle.

Havingfiverakes in thegardenontrial is

a littletricky . Most of ushaveexperienced the
pain of

a bumpontheheadfrom a rake
handle

. Neverleave a rakelyingflat - always
leave it proppedup. IMAGES

/

HOWARD

WALKER
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theyarethepaintbrushes of

thega

1

Wilkinson Swordoffers a SpaceSaverSoil

Rakehead in theirrange .Invest in theseparate

handle
,

andyoucanuseseveraldifferent tool
headswith it

. Thewidth of thisrake is 30cm
,

and

theteethareslightlycurvedandmade from
coldrolledsteel .

It'
s a neatlittlerakeandhavingone

handlethatfitsallmakessense if youhavestorage

issues . I
stillpreferindependent toolsthough .The

handlesarelightweightandavailable in three

lengths .
Themedium-lengthhandlecosts£9.99

and is
a lengthof 120cm . This is very lightweight

andcomfy . Therakehead is priced at £16.99.

4

TheSneeboerrakehasthelongesthandle

of thebunch at 166cmlong -
if youaretall

,

thenthis is
therakeforyou .

Theheads of

myselectionareallaround30cm in width . The
stainless-steel teetharefineandsharp ,

sothis

CONTACTS
"

WilkinsonSwordSpaceSaverSoil
RakeAvailable in mostgardencentres

andwww.wilkinsonsword-tools.co.uk

"
Sneeboerrake is availablefrom

Harrod Horticultural . Tel : 08454025300.

or
visitwww.harrodhorticultural.com

" TheFiskarsGardenRake is available

fromwww.qualitygardentools.com.
" TheBulldog PremierGardenRake

is
availablefrommostgardencentres

or foryourneareststockist
,

visit

www.bulldogtools.co.uk
" TheGroundRake is

availablemail

orderfromwww.burgonandball.com
Tel : +

44
(

0 )1142338262.

rakewouldcopewellwithfairlycompactedsoil.

Theplaincherry-wood handle andtherakehead

arehandcrafted in
Holland .

Sneeboeralsosells a

toolmaintenancekit to keepyourtools in perfect
condition . A greatrake

,

butpricey at £62.95.

OTheFiskarsStainlessSteelGardenRakewas

....)just perfectforme
,

sothis is myEDITOR' S

CHOICE .
It offers a comfyrubber-coatedhandle

thatgivesplenty of grip ,

andhas a handyhookat

theendsoyoucanhang it up . Thestainless-steel

headoffersmypreferredchoice of straightteeth

andthebestthingabout it is howlight it is.
Definitelytheladies'choice .

A good-lookingtool

with a moderntwist . Priced at £28.87.

4Bulldog
offerthisPremierGardenRakewith

12 or 14teeth . The12-toothed versionhas a

4

4.4
"

11 ,

head of
28cmandthere is pencebetweenthem

in price .Theashhandle is 107cm . Bulldog tools

havebeenmade in
theUKfor230yearsand

quality is thecompany' s trademark . Thiswasmy
husband

'

s preferred tool
,

but I found it slightly
ontheheavyside .

Priced at £30.90.

TheRoyalHorticultural Societyendorses the

....)GroundRakefromBurgonandBall
.

It has

anoveralllength of 169cm
,

andthehandle is

made of ash . Thestainless-steelheadhas
a width of 35cm

,

and
,

unliketheothers
,

it
offers

a bow-shapedsupportbetweenthehandleand

thehead . This is to offersomegive ,

but it was

tricky to tell if it
worked . A lovelyrake

,

but
Iprefertheold-fashionedstylewithoutthe
bow - youfeelcloser to thesoilthatway.
Pricedat £26.95.

,P

; d4.

PRICES

CORRECT

AT

TIME

OF

GOING

TO

PRINT
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