
Tamsincuts
to thechase

andpicks a gardeningknife
forgeneralpurpose

VP " '

o oneseems to hangon
to a pocketknifeforlong.

N...
Theyare likepens - soonborrowedandseldom
returned - so if youfind a goodone

, putyourname
on it . When I lecturedonpractical horticulture

, my
students and I used themalmostdaily to takecuttings ,

forgraftingandforextractingseeds . Those thatpropagatewillfind
a

sharpknifealmostvital
,

andprofessionalsoftenownknivesspecifically
designedforgraftingandbudding .Graftingkniveshave a straight
blade to helpmakeveryaccuratecuts

,

andbudding kniveshave
a

straightmainbladewith
a tinybladeontop . Unlessthis is yourcraft

,

I thinkyoucansafelygetawaywith a general-purpose gardening or

pruningknifesuchas
I have tested.

I hadneverused a pruningknifeuntilthistrial
,

as
I feelfarmore

at homewithsecateurs or
a smallsaw

,

but
I canseethattheymight

beeasier
to sharpenthansecateurs . A pruningknifehas a bladethat

curvesdownwards
,

similar to thebladesonthegeneral-purposeoption.
Theknives I testedareallfolding and of similarsize

,

so it wastricky
to findmuchdifference betweenthem . Thetrial

,
however

,

hasmade
meaware

of howuseful theycanbe . Whichever knifeyouchoose
,

the
secret is

to keep it sharp - a knife is onlyasgoodasthecare
it receives . Wipeallbladeswithanoilyragafter

a day' s use
,

andsharpenwhenrequired.
I find

a knifeveryhandyforharvestingvegetables .My
grandmotherused to sitonthesteps in thekitchengardenwith a

washing-up bowland a penknife , destringing runnerbeansand
slicing them . Thismadeperfectsense

,

asgoingback to thekitchen
to dothismeansyouwouldneed to makeanextratripbackout to

thecompostheap .
A pocketknife is theperfectgiftforany

gardener / cook - justmakesurethatyougivetherecipient a penny
withthepresent ,

or
it'

s badluck.
You'

ll notice thatthepricerangesareextreme - if youtend to lose
things ,

thenmaybe thecheaper optionsare foryou . All
of theknives

canbelethal if usedcarelessly - closingthem
is whenaccidents tend

to happen ,

soplease takecare.

Withthanks to Stockton BuryGardens
, Hereford .www.stocktonhoyco.uk E
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1

TheDraperSlimlinePruningKnifeoffers a flat

bodythatwouldslipintoanypocket .Itsbody
andbladearestainlesssteel

,

so it'
s cold to the

touch
,

which in winterwouldbe a
downside

;

I wouldn' t
want to

use
a

knifewithgloveson .This

knifecomeswith a D-ringontowhich a strapcan

beattached
( strap is included

)

.Greatforhanging

theknifeup ,

butwasonoccasionannoyingwhen

workingwith it - oncetakenoff I' m sure I'
d lose it

( easilyremovedwitha quick-release clip ).Toclose

theblade
, youpress thespringonthehandle .The

bladecutswell .
Pricedveryreasonably at just£3.75.

L.The
Marshalls GardenKnife is

one of my
favourites. In themainpicture (

left
)

,

it is the
attractiveknife at thefront of thepot .

It offers a

largestainlesssteelbladeand a handyD-ring at

theend of thenaturalashhandle . There is
a spring

button to helpclosetheknife
,

but I stillfound it

a littletricky . I thinkthis is
because it is

new
though- all a

littlestiff .
It

doesn' t
comewithbrass

linings to preventthebladerusting ,

butforthe

price it'
s a verygoodvalueknife . Priced at £9.95.

3The
Burgon & BallFoldingGardener' s Pocket

Knife is
made in Sheffield

,

whichmakes it

appealing to
me .

It offers a high-carbonsteel
blade

,

whichwillretain a sharperedgeforlonger.

Theliningthatthebladefoldsinto is solidbrass
,

whichwillavoidrust -
it alsogivesthetool

a

qualitylookandexplainsitsprice . It doesn' t
offer

a groove in thebladeto helpyouopen it

,

butas
thebladesticksout

a
fairwaywhenclosed

,

it is

easy to open . Thehandle is
made of rosewood

,

which is warm to thetouchandlooksgreat - this

wouldmake a wonderfulgift . I wouldn' t
want to

losethisone
,

so
it' s myEDITOR' S

CHOICE.

Priced at
£2795.

9"

TheFelcoVictoriroxknifeoffers a curved
hardwoodhandleandsolidbrass linings ,

justifyingitsprice .
Theblade is fairlysmall

,

but
effective

,

andthere is
a groove in theblade to

helpyouopen it out . AswiththeBurgon & Ball

knife
,

there is nohookonthehandle to hangit

up . A greatlittleknife
,

but I prefer a smoother

rosewoodhandle .
I'

m
sure

, beingFelco
,

that it

would lastyouwell
,

and is a greatoptionforthe

professional .Priced at
£26.99.

5Spear
andJackson' s LargeGardenKnifeoffers

a bladesimilar in size to theMarshallsknife
,

andwhichcurvesdownwards . Having a plastic
handlemakes it quitelightweight ,

and theredcolour

is
a greatidea

, making it easy to findafterputting

down .
It

hasa D-ring at theend of thehandlefor

hangingup ,

and a generousgroovenotched in the

blade to helpopenandclose it .Priced at £16.49.

STOCKISTS
" DraperSlimlinePruningKnife

Goto www.draper.co.uk forstockists

"
MarshallsGardenKnife

Tel :
+ 44

(

0 )1480443390 . Mailorder

fromwww.marshalls-seeds.co.uk

" Burgon & BallTel : + 44
(

0 )1152

338262 . www.burgonandball.com

" FelcoVictorinox Tel : 08445572233.

www.crocus.co.uk

" SpearandJacksonLargeGarden

Knifewww.spear-and-jackson.com

Alsoavailablefromsomegardencentres
ALL

PRICES

CORRECT

ATTIME

OF

GOING

TO

PRINT
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